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Algonquin canoes attempted to give them chase; but,
as they were few in number compared with the Hir-
oquois, Monsieur the Governor called them back.
A young Algonquin, who had been for two years
among the Hiroquois, and who escaped in this retreat,
reported to us that these Barbarians were afraid of
our cannon, and that if we had been able to approach
them they would have been defeated,—that is to say,
we should have put them to flight in the woods; for,
as to killing many of them, that is something to
which the French cannot pretend, inasmuch [169] as
they run like deer, they bound like harts, and they
know better the ways of these vast and dreadful for-
ests than do the wild beasts, whose dwelling they
are; the French did not lightly venture to entangle
themselves in these dense woods.

After their retreat we saw, more than ever, their
cunning and ability; they had a fort rather near the
shore of the great river, from which they spoke to
us; they had another, hidden further within the
woods, but so well constructed and so well supplied
that it was proof against all our resources. Now,
mistrusting that we might come to hostilities with
them, on account of the resolution they had made to
continue war with our Savage allies, during the
night they put their canoes in safety; they trans-
ported all their baggage to their second fort, to which
they themselves secretly retired; and, to the end
that we should believe them to be in the first one at
which we were firing, having no knowledge of the
second, they kept therein a fire continually burning.
They left there also their arquebusiers, [170] who,
after having fired some shots, came out to take closer
aim at us, skulking behind trees and shooting very



